Fodder shrubs in the Murchison by Wilcox, D G
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia, Series 4 
Volume 3 
Number 4 1962 Article 12 
1-1-1962 
Fodder shrubs in the Murchison 
D G. Wilcox 
Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4 
 Part of the Forest Management Commons, Plant Biology Commons, and the Weed Science Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Wilcox, D G. (1962) "Fodder shrubs in the Murchison," Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western 
Australia, Series 4: Vol. 3 : No. 4 , Article 12. 
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4/vol3/iss4/12 
This article is brought to you for free and open access by Research Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4 by an authorized administrator of Research 
Library. For more information, please contact jennifer.heathcote@agric.wa.gov.au, sandra.papenfus@agric.wa.gov.au, 
paul.orange@dpird.wa.gov.au. 
Fodder shrubs in the Murchison 
Erratum 
The rest of this article is attached to next article 'Farm flora sancturies' Robert Dunlop Royce Vol 3 No 4 p 
314 
This article is available in Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4: 
https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4/vol3/iss4/12 
SOME 
M 5 ? ^ — ° 
/ TALKS 
FODDER SHRUBS IN THE MURCHISON 
By D. G. WILCOX, B.Sc. (Agric), Adviser, North-West Division 
""HE Murchison pastoral country is usually thought of as either having a perennial 
grass cover, as in the Wandarrie, or as Mulga country with trees and short grass. 
It is easy to overlook the small shrubs 
which occur all over the Murchison in 
every type of situation, and can provide 
high quality feed for sheep. 
These shrubs grow from two to five feet 
high. Sometimes they are obviously 
present, but mostly they are so scarce that 
they blend in with the other vegetation 
and don't seem to be very important. 
It was not always like this. In fact, at 
one time shrubs were much more plenti-
ful than they are today. You have only 
to go into open country to see the wealth 
of different feeds that exist. Most of 
these are shrubs. 
We can probably blame a combination 
of droughts and uncontrolled grazing for 
the disappearance of these important 
plants through most of our settled and 
developed country. 
These shrubs are all good feeds. A 
large number of them have been analysed, 
and some have nutritive values as high as 
lucerne at about 20 per cent, crude protein. 
Most of the others vary between 12 and 
15 per cent, crude protein, which is still 
very good. 
As well as being nutritious most of these 
valuable plants are palatable to stock. It 
is therefore not surprising that they have 
disappeared from most of the grazing land 
in the Murchison, where stock have un-
controlled access to them at all times. 
In some cases unpalatable shrubs are 
found with the better species, and these 
survive and multiply, so that instead of the 
original good mixed pasture of grasses 
and palatable shrubs, the pasture only 
consists of grass as far as stock are con-
cerned. The tremendous increase in turp-
entine bush that has taken place in a lot 
of this country is a good example of the 
type of change that is taking place. 
In most places, however, the shrubs 
disappear altogether, and only the mulga 
trees and grasses are left. 
A lot of people think that shrubs are 
increasing again because they see a lot of 
purple flowered flannel bush. This is a 
false impression. 
We have found that flannel bush takes 
the place of better shrubs and is not as 
good as the original ones. This becomes 
obvious in dry times, when the flannel 
bush loses all its leaves. The same is true 
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